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0 5 having given us bel Facutt 
for our Guide and Direction; it becomes 
our Duty to cultivate and improve them; 
and we ought not to reſign up our Uuder- 
ſtanding to others, unleſs we are perſuaded that we 
may be ſecure ſrom Error if we follou them. Bow : 
the Uſe of our Reaſon, and the Freedom of _ 
Will, are the greateſt Prerogativesof our Nature? 
So we ſhpuld always claim them, and neter park”: 
with them, unleſs it pleaſed God to ſecure ug from 
all Error, by exprefely putting us under the Di- 


reQion and Dictates of others, of whoſe uner ting 


nt we ſhould: be convinced from (his diving | 


udgme 
Word. But ſuch Direction is evidentiy un 
ſary: for if we endeavour to make the he Uſe w 
can of our Iatellectual Faculties, we may engett 


te ſecret Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt; in enabling 
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2 to know and comprehend the Precious "Truths 

Religion, as we oo expe d be inwardly | 
 Brnigibercd to Me Or . 
. b 2 n ee Fr 2 ; 
Hence it is that He Underflanding is to be em- 
| ployed in finding out Truth, as our Will is to be 


employed in Cr. 21. oh „ fince it is clear from 


5 Can wi mary ron 5 = 


Reaſon and Scripture that our Under/ftlanding is free, 
ER. r if we e 12 5 


tures, we ſhall find throughout them a conſtant 
Appeal to our Reaſdhy Authority is not uſed, but 
1 N offered, Proofs , and Illuſtrations 
onvitite the Mind { which proves that 
-Gop choſe to deal with us in the Manifeſtation of 
his Will, ſuitably to the rational Faculties which 
be gave vs for aur Guide and Direction, fo that 
making a right Uſe of chem, we may be able = 
give an ge Nan thut i ſteth us a © Ref | 
[of the 4% Furl e Woe" Pet. 3 . | 
91 gr Ea | bs + Tight hh, 
decke is well known; Gat he (Chireh ot Roche runs 
quite counter to theſe evident Truths, and declares 
herſelf an open Enemy to every Thing that may 
onlighten · the Onuerſanding, concerning the Doc- - 
trifie of Salvation. | She fo: much dreads Hereſy, 
that ſhe thought the only Way to preſerve her 
 Votazies from being tainted, was to leave ihem in 
1 and ſhe really acta 
ly, lor lhe never was ante 


bs 143% br reins „ they became He- 
th enen Fur ſo they are pleaſed to calf ſuch as 
erer er ggeer ren ſole Rule of their 
Dith ahm in this as well as many other Points, 
ey cloſely imitate ihe Jews, 'who called the A- 


Fer * thot lee 9 
: Ap 14. OE 7; ; 
bo x | There 


wit 
eving Bread. to be Bread; ; and conſequently 
muſt give up their Claim to an op Anau lege 
may come through and be derive 
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be very bad Papiſts; for if they 8 


z Fatt. to their holy bad infallible Mother t | | 
they muſt be ver I 78 in ee | 
ſince ſhe utterly. them all Means al ons | 


mto 2 


_ at the Truth. "They, cannot believe the 
Without 19 


dJamnable Hereſy, 


from theſe 9 5 


nels. Sbe cannot them to examine, the 


1 1 
Grounds and Reaſon of their Faith z for. that ” 
the Spring from which all Herefies flow, She for- 


| bids her Votaries to read. the Scriptures, or ai leaſt 
to believe that they can underſtand, them, and ſo 


deprives them of all Means of knowing the, 1 


. Truths of Gop. It may then be eaſily. judged- 4 
how ignorant a Chriſlian n who! e | | 


dof, 1-811 2ap19 e 
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Lede. jt can be ſo hlind as not to ſee i imme · 


diately the lnconſiſtency of this Syſtem: with the | 


Light r to be conſidered, ihat 
by new Definitions and Maxims, to which their 


Scholars are accuſtomed in the &udy of Philaphy, = 


they are prepared to ſwallow down; things more. 
eaſily, when they come to the Study of Divinay, 


And then the Infallibility of the Church, that en- 
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lh 


refaly defined theſe Abſurdities, is the. Rulg ng 
. of their Belief; and conſequently: they, 


are not to me _— 80 that they are never a- 
Oe larmed 


© eafly Prejudice, how: - 
any Perſon who has had an Opportunity oſ a libe-/ = 
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Ati ke greateſt Difficulties. that ma be ſet 
_ before! them, having a Trainof Philoſophics Terms 
10 ſetve, as they imagine, their turn, and if they 


ate beaten out of theſe Entrenchments, they retire 


into the jmpregnable Fortreſs of Chunch Ixr AI- 
E LITY, where pretended Apoftolical” Tradition, 
Which is known to be their faithfol Ally, comes 


to their Aid, and ſu lies them with Arms to 


repel ever Attack. Whatſoever is held by the 
Church of Rome, and in net 16" be found. in 

Seripture, i is ſuppoſed to be handed down from 
the” Apoſtles. ” And how do they know this Tra- 
dition to be Apoſtolical? Why, when they cannot 
point out the Time that ſuch a Doctrine com- 


menced, or do not know the Author thereof, 


nor the Fountain from which it ſprung ; then they 
hold that Doctrine to be derived from Apoſtolical 


Tradition. And ſuch according to the Doctors of 


Rome, are the following, viz. The Sacrifice of 


the Maſs; Tavocation of Saints; the Merit of 


ood Works; the univerſal Paſtorſhip of the 
Biſhop of Dome; - the Conſecration of the. Bap- 


tiſmal Font; the Matter, Form and Effect of 


the' Sacraments of Holy Orders; Matrimony; 
Extreme Unction; Pray ers for the Dead; auricu- 
lar Confeſſion; and he. N e e Neceſſity of 
Satisfaction to: God for Sin, b bree &c. It 


is chus they make the Laws of God of no Edd with 
their Traditions, Mack. 15. 3. and worſhip him in 
vain, teac hing for Doctrines the e den * 
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Was tos aint a bad | Opinicn- theſe People 
have of the Holy Scriptures. They plainly own, 


; chat the Tn 1 4 Bo fo men as one of 
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5 "which 3 Kay! Tilt 
than even the Heathen 
| World 120 2 YT they always made it (an 
- are the only Sofiety of Ace that have done ſo) 
a ee Duty As rut and even; murder their 
Fllow-Orcanites for -Religion-lake : 80 that” the 
_ oyergrown Power of the Church of Rome has been 
' Promoted and eatried on, with, more Cruelty and” 
opreſſion, not to ſay than Religion ever has been 
but then any ather- Deſign whatever; and no 
Wonder, fince that Religion, ſuch as it is now, and 
has been during a thouſand Years and more, conſiſts ' 
 ehiefly of haman Inventions, brought in to ſerve_ 
the Pride, Ambition and Intereſt, of the Biſhops 
of Rome. And to accompliſh the tragical 'Scent,. 
theſe Zealots are not content to burn the Body of + 
2 miſerable Heretick, as. they ſtile him, who falls 
within their Power, but they will even damn his 
Soul to eternal Flames, tho” his Life has been ever 
fo pious and innocent, This certainly is not that 
Love, that Miſdneſs, that Beneficence, which the 
Scripture requires we ſhould have one towards the 
other, and even to all the World. Therefore it 
is evident that if the Church of Rome be [nfallible, 
ſhe ſhews it only by petſevering obſtinately i 
Uncharitableneſs and Profaneneſs; in i 
and Error; in Tyranny and Hereſy; and conſe- 
quently in "being infallibſy 1 to God anc | 


| Me g 
good n. 
8 g 1 oe Th " % 4's IS 


6800 forbia that theſe ant Elen 
| ſhould be applicable ſeverally to all the Members 
that conſtitute that Body, I am ſenfible that 
ers are many of them 15 at pant are far” 
| A, 4 1 from 
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1 fy ts that, 

N j ran ſe Uſur 

Wa: e Pope's B ulls 75 he 
DE To. that this. Edifice | 


oo 4 N preſent'to. reſemble that 2 
| 125 0. ba ue bis Houſe ns. 
18 nds ble 75.77 it : 


Aa it 5 | 
to 4 155 the 6 01 ln Seas L chat ſo all hu- : 
= Super ſtructures being 1 e denn, nothing 


12 am bug, the. T. M 7 0 Catel of 
Hl al ni ES G90 U bimf elf 1 


Hp ded.it upop N jmmorable Rack, which 
the C Conf ellen of St. Peier, h in Holy 


Seripture,. 5 all along by the antient Fa- 
thers, cee 90 W reared in. the * 
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. 
the v7 Sets 6 of. hows is my = the care 
| that is taken 


ſed to fer me 15 food this roar and to 
bring me out of ! ols. Superſtitions of Popery, 
an, W 0 Was bred; nd N J have been fo 
: by the unhappy Inſtrument of inſtructin _ | 
glorious Light of the true Goſpel of C 


tun early dedicated tothe more immediate "NY 
| vice 
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F 
viceof God, and. was admitted into: the holy Otden | 
_ of Priefhosd in the Yer 1753 5 upon whiehh 
went to purſue my Studies, as n. if cuſtomary with = 
thoſe that are ordained here in the Communion of = 
. Rome, in a Romiſh Univerſity abend. Dang 
in Flanders was the place I fixed myfelf in 3 when 

baving had the good Fortune io obtam ihe pramiums 
vſually given as the Reward of Diligence, L tan 
the ory far of Maſter of Ats. CY 
1730, I was received in the Quality of Lecturer 
in Phaloſoph hy, into the College of Fortet in the Uni- 


verſity of. is, where 1 remained) daring he 


2 en three Years. 


\ I. was at this Tima We fecking how - tp 
defend, than to ee eee eee 
common Doctrines of the Schools, not daa, 
ing the Truth thereof, and | thinking that the 
whole Difficulty came from the Ihcompre hanſii- 
lity of the Matter in Queſtion. ; which Iain feny 
abe the unhappy Caſe of ſeveral well-meaning. 
Men of that Communion. For otherwiſe; what 
_ Man: in his right Senſes; would take upom bim t 

| h that Sinners are to depend upon their 8 
eee they may ſafely. rely on theſe af 

__ Chriſt Jeſus? That a gau, Bread is to be adored, 
the ſuppoſed Tranſubſtantiation of which, accbrd- 
Ang io the Council of : Trent, depends upon the In- 
tention of another, knowing that his:[otentienimay-- 
fail, and cauſe Idolatry in oh Worfhippers,-whien 
ey may with alk Manner of Safety and Certain, 


wrote eee 


hand of his Father in Heaven? Thal they are te 
Vorſhip PiQures, the Works of Men's Hands, a 
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themſe lves tn fall into Idolatry upem nate 
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UL ro . 
s be great Benefit of their Souls, the y 
— wet. 


# Hip the true God in Spirit and in 


| they are to rely on the which is the Au- 
thority of Men that may err ehen they may de- 
pend upon the infallible Role of God's Word? As 
io many other Articles looked upon as eſſential in 
- this Country, yiz;. Indulgencies, Pardons, . Pilgri- 
mages, ridiculous | 4nd. eigned- Miracles, divine 
Virtue aſcribed to Medals, Beads, Agnus Dei, 
and the like, they are not inſiſted upon in France 
even in the Schools, and are commonly termed by 
the Secular Clergy in Converſation, pious Fraudr, 
_ _— Tricks, to feed the Devotion-of the. Jos 
I began at laſt to reflect ſeriouſly upon 
th the Ditfcultics that-occyr*on ſome of the: former 
| Heads; and I embraced the*firſt Opportunity that 
offered at a public Diſputation i in the Jeſuits College 
of Loni le Grand and Propoſed them in the 
cleareſt Ligbt I. was capable of. Satisfied of the 
great Learning and Capacity of the Preſident (or 
Profeſſcs ): I-expeQted that all my Doubts would be. 
cleared up; but contrary to my Expectation, I got 
no ſatis factory Anſwer, which made me puſſr the 
Point with ſome Warmth, to the great Offence, 
as J found afterwards, of ſome who were pleaſed to 
3 traduce me qa er e or-at leaſt-a en Heretic, 


£ - — 1 


(58 I. vent. e Get to Mr. Prilbon's Houſe. Y 
ak in the Dioceſe of Sens, and remain- 
dec there in the Quality of a Chaplain until the 
Month of June, 1704, when I returned to Paris, 
and became Precęptor in a Boarding: School. -Soon = 
after which, it was my great Happineſs to become 
acquainted with a worthy Gentleman af this City, 
then at Paris, to hom I opened the State of my. 
= 9 his 6 ä 


* - 4 4 ; 3 Sue 


to my native G 1 pdt it neceſſary 
give — Sketch” concerning the Time I 
abroad, that thoſe who wiſh well to the Prot 
Cauſe, may not deem me unworthy of the Patent 
that has been done me in receiving me into the 
| eee 4 the buten of Ireland.” 
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I ſhall now: ihe an Ave of the Order 100 
which Iproſecuted my Enquiries. I-firſt began, as 1 


have already ſaid, to doubt of 'TRANSUBSTAN- | 


TIATION 3 andjn Time all the ridiculous Conſe- 


quences of that Doctrine became evident to my Un- 
derſtanding: For certainly there never was, never 
could be, a Doctrine ſo abſurd, ſo full of Self-evident 
Contradictions, ſo inconſiſtent with the Nature of 


Things, ſo deſtructive to all the Motives of Cre- 


2 as this Doctrine is; and. conſequently ſo {| 

ab falſe and abominably wicked. Not to ſet 
Plh tb. the ehdleſs Chain of evident abſurdities, flow- - | 
ing from this Fountain-head of Idolatry and Pro- 


faneneſs, and to which perhaps the Capacity of the 


obvious io the weakeſt Underſtanding. For if a. 


Man be not abandoned and given up by to the 
ood earneſt 


Efficacy of Deluſion, how can he in 
believe, that 4 man can Mate his GO, and then 
EAT him ; that Chriſt could eat HI MSELF, or at 
leaſt hold himſelf in his Hands, or betwixt his Fingers, i 
which muſt have been the Caſe, upon their Hypo- 


theſis, at the laſt Supper; that his Diſciples could | 


eat him before he was crucified by the Jews; that 
our Saviour would give away himſelf, with his own 
Hands to each of them, and yet fil keep himfelf- 
to himſelf ; that he can be at the Right Hand of 
God the Father, crowned with all Glory in Heaven, 
and ab: the; ſame — backnied about - under. the 


Tgnorant-is unequal; there are too many that are 
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(1 Ss 
el a Morſel of Bread, or laid up in 4 
tile Box, or Pinit, multiplied almoſt to an Infi- 


nity, proportionable to the Number of che ſepara- 


4 ble Particles of the Bread 3; that the King of Glo- 
I can be made to ſubſiſt in this 8 and lowly 
manner, wherever poor, blindfold. Sinners are 
rt to fix his Abode; that the Saviour of the 
; arld,in his immortal, glorifiedBady, can betr Am- 

pled, under ſoot, reduced to Athes," ſtabbed, thrown 
into the Waters, and finally. liable to undergo eve- 
_ Iy Hour inſinitely Man he ever;receiv- 
2 the Hands of the accurſed Jews g that be can 
if may uſe the Expreſſion) crowded with him- 
ſiolf, far they moſt commonly take Care to fill each 


_ 77 Box with fmall Waters, and by Virtue of 


two or thiee Words, he muſh exiſt ſeparately un- 
der the Appearance of each Wafer, | where he is 
condemned to remain, chained as it were, in this nar- 
row Priſon, until it happens that our Senſe can diſ- 
cover a Corruption in what? in a Thing that has 
no being, that is, in Bread, which as they ſuppoſe, was 
tranſubſtantiated into Fleſh and Blood. I am convin- 
ced that the wWeakeſt Capacity can plainly ſee, that 
| the Fouada liens of revealed Religion, are not ſtrong 
engugh 10 bear the Weight of ſe great Abhſurdities, 
which a 8 the „ eee 
De ee an,. . 


This led ms 10 examine the lbs pak 


8 n 


this monſirous Superſtructure was raiſed. "And Leon 
Aiſcoverech the Cheat ; finding it was. paſuively:can- 


: A685 8 utterly, vaknowa to the antient 

© and Fathers, ad h rg * 
fourth: Council of, Beten, , hekd-by; innacent 

Third! in e 13th Century; And it ſcemed roy 

3 — eben 4 ä that bade 


| E . 
Foundation of the Chriftian Faith, could prevail 
even in theſe dark and ignorant Ages. But when 
I found, that they who refuted the Doctrine of the 
Corporeal Preſence of Cbriſt in the Euchariſt, (a 
Principle foiſted in, in the Ninth Century) were 
adjudged to be burnt, I was not ſurprized that the 
ſormer quickly gained Ground as well as the lat- 
ter: Seeing that on the one hand, the Prieſts found 
their Intereſt in promoting it, as nothing could 
ain them more Confideration from the Age i 
e ark of making God by a few Words; 
And the People, on the other Hand, felt the Dan- 
ger of denying it. For the Anathemas of the 
Church, and the Terrors of burning, could not fail 
| to ſilence Contradiction, if not to gain Conſent. 


Tben I naturally entered upon the COMMU. 
NION IN ONE KIND, which is founded on the 
Doctrine of Tran/ub/lantiation and Concomitance, and 
1 faw that Chriſt's Inſtitution was clear againſt that 
Innovation. By the Words of the Inſtitution, ALL 
Sinners, who. are admitted into a Covenant with || 
GOD. by the Sacrifice of the BODY AND | 
BLOOD of Chriſt are, in the. Perfons of the || 
Apoſtles, commanded to. tate, eat and DRINK || 
in Remembrance of Him. And the conſtant Practice 
of the Church during twelve Centuries, is a 
ſtanding Mopument againſt the Practice of the || 
. preſent. Church of Rome, It is with Horror 
I chen faw, that ſuch as are bred in Popery, and 
continue in Error not through Obſtisacy, but 
from knowing no better, were deprived, of the 
comfortable Means of Salvation, which our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour command + ALL Believers 
to uſe; and ſhat through the Obſiinacy and Igup- 
trance of an Aſſembly of fallible Men, who in the {| 
Council of Conſtance in 1414, blaſphemed tbe 
Nams of our divine Redeemer, by a moſt profans 
5 5 : * A "vv 
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non, obffa ute, which km to annul bis ny” In 
ſtitution. | 


as 
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ia begun then to es ine e of 
IMAGES, which Practice ſeemed to me to be 

a flat Contradiftion' to! the ſecond Command- 
Went z and, upon further Enquiry, I diſcovered: 
that this Worſhip (which was not brought into 
the Church until about 700 Years after Chriſt) 
was abhorred amongſt the Chriſtians of the primi- 


tive Church, and that the Fathers in the pureſt _ 


Ages. of Chriſtianity, condemned it as a: wicked 
and idvlatrous Practice, flatly and plainly forbidden- 
by Scripture. And net without juſt Reaſon; for 
Scripture commands us to worſhip an inviſible God; 
Pr no Man hath ſeen or can ſee. 1 Tim. 6. 16. But 
the Votaries of Popery put more. truſt in Images and 
Shrines, than they do in'CHhriſt”; for though they 
believe that Chriſt is bodily preſent at their Altars, 
they go on Pilgrimage to the Images and Shrines 
of ſome reputed Saints, they make Vows unto 
them, they worſhip and adore them, The Regu-- | 
lars encourage, and the Secular Prieſts wn}, at theſe 
| Abuſes, from thence reaping. no ſmall Gain to 
"themſelves ; ſo that in this Point I plainly ſaw that 
modern Popery had a perfect Conformity: with an- 
tient Paganiſm. And the learned Prieſts of that 
Communion acknowledge candidly, that this Prac-- 
tice is abominable; but if they ſhould publickly. 
condemn this Worſhip, being publiſhed forian Ar- 
ticle of Faith, the Council of. Trent would loſe its 
Eredit, and other Articles would be queſtioned. 
"Beſides, the reſt of the Prieſts, particularly he 
Fk x ARG, would cry out with Druxrxios, Sirs,, 
you bow that 155 this kde we. r our. a . 
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Prayers to SAINTS: and ANGELS likewiſs # 
became very. offenſive ta me, ſeeing that there 
is not one Precept nor Example in the whole Scrip» | 

ture, either to enjoin. or to countenance ſuch a Cuſ- ö 
tom, but on the contrary, both the New and the 
Old Teſtament. clearly ſhew, that Prayer is a 
Morſhip-due to Gop alone, and that we ſhould, 
put our Hopes and Confidence only in him. That 

we ſhould worſhip and ſerve no other; for he:s 4. 

'  . ſgalous God, that will not give. his Glory to another. 

The Scriptures ſpeak. always of God as a Hearer:- 
of Prayer, ready to accept: of and anſwer the faith- 

ful petitions of his People, To make our Addreſles. 

to Saints, is as much as to. ſay that the Mercies of 

God were not infinite, or the Interceſſion of: Chriſt. 
were not of infinite Efficacy. But be is tbe Fatber 

| * of all Mercies, and the God of all Comfort,.0ho com- 
S arteth us. in all our. Tribulation; and there is one. 
God and one Madiator between God and Man, the 
Man Chrift. Jeſus, and in bim dwolleth all the Fulneſs. 
of the Gadbead.bodily, and we are campleat in him, 
which. is the. Head of ail Principality: and Power. 
Chriſt is always propoſed to us as the ONLY. Medi- 
© ator, by whoſe Interceſſion we may come. unto © 
God If. any Man fin, . we bave an, Advocate: with 
the Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous; and be it the 
Profitiation for our Sins. Aud. whatever yon aſk 
the Father in my Name, be will gius it ſo ou. From 
theſe, and ſeveral other Texts of Scripture, it is 
clear, that we ſhould. nat conſtitute 'any- Creature 
whatſoever. our, Advocate or Mediator.; for. this 
Office belongs to Chriſt alone, and to his dternal © 
Prieſthood being palpable Idolatry, and a'fet- . 
tipg other. Gods before the Lord, to worſhip and 
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a pray to Saints, as the Papiſts do. 1 Jt is ne- 
ceſlary to diſguiſe and palliate this Practice, they 
Pretend, that = aſk only the Intercefſion of the 
ünts. Indeed that is not lawful; as 1 have juſt 
ſhe wn. But they do not ſtop here. "They pray for 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins, for # Delivery from Hell- 
fire, for the obtaining of the eternity of Glory, 
for an Abſolution from all their Sins, * the Merits 
of the Saints. And they aſk from the Saints all 


5 Things that are afked from God or Chrift, with 


the ſame, if not greater "Humility both of Gefture 
and Expreſſion. And certainly the Advantage is 
. n by them to the B. Virgin and the Saints, as 
Z bl doth i, ee by ten Hail Mary's, in one Breath, 
Nofter And chat they lock upon the 
| 3 the 3 of what they afk, is erident 
rd the e uſed conftantly to the Virgin. 
| race, Mother of Mercy, pro- 
i i frm th emy, and recerve wi in the Four 
boo wich an Infinity of other ſcandalous 
| e that are daily made Ufe of by Papiſts. 
| Befides, Altars are conſecrated and Maſſes offered 
. their Honour. Thus, like the Heathen, they 
Himour the Creature more than the Creator. Rom. 3 
"5: Belides I alwiys thought it a mournfal Thing 
to fin# che Judgment of Men debafed to ſuch a 
| Degree, as to direct their Worthip' to Saints, 
who ove their Divinity to the Pope,” the greater 
Port of whom, were Men who made 'Profeffion 
__ ef IdMenefs, Fitch and Be See here, and glorĩed 
in their Infamy. Alas! w I Objects for Barter. 
How in the othet World, *to not raving done any 
in this,” were rather a Diſhonour to Chrif — 
my, NOT FO ey n ae 
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| Asta the War dap of the holyAmonts, the Argu- _ 
ments already uſed conclude ſtrongly againſt it. How: Þ} 
bleſſed and: gloricus ſoe ver, they: ate 9 A 
Cana Beings, and are but the Miniſters and Meſſen- 
Br rn Te. Mes God in the Affairs of is 
Providence. Are they not all ing Spirits, our © 
- farth ia minifter for them who ſhall be Heir, flu. 
tion ? Reb. I. 14 They are neither intitled 10% þ 
nor will they accept of, au * Worlhip from. 1s; S, Ii 
thoa'ds it nat (faith the Angel to St. Fobn).l am thy 7 
Fellow Servant. Worſhip Gon. Rev. 19. 10. | 
no men (ſaith St. Paw) beguile you of your er 
in 4 voluntary Humility, and wORSBIePPING o 
ANGELS, intruding inte thoſe: things which: be bath: 
net ſaen, and not bolding the Head, &c. Colols. 2.18. 
So that the Worldippmng of Angels, inſtead of being 
any Part of true Chriſtianity, amounts to an Apo 
__ $sTacy from Chriſt, our Heap, and is in 
Fact a Renouncing of his Religion. I ſhall conclude 
this Article in the Words of Pope Les, about the 
Middle of the 5th Century, who is dignified. with 
the Title of St. LEO THE GREAT, Let the Lord 
be wor ſbipped, iobo is tbe Mak ER Oo ALL THINGS, _ 
But nat the CREATURE, who is but a SERVANT. So 
different was the Doarine of the Church of Rome 
in thoſe Days, from that of the preſent | Whether 
the Infallibility of hat Time, ot . flit i is to de 
; prefer'd, let them determine. | 


The corformivg Diview Service i ina « LANGUAGE | 
 UNKNOWNtothe People, appeared to me anunwar- 
rantable Practice, and directly oppoſite to Seripture; 
for it is plain that the 14. Ch. of St. Paul's Iſt Epiſt. 
to the Corinthians is wholly written againſt this mon-—- 
ſtrous Cuſtom; which keeps whole Nations in Igno- 
_ rance,andextinguiſhesDevotion byentertainingthem 
with a Form of Worſhip, that is not underſtood, and 
| 1 E cannot * the Hearers, And . i 


certainly 


4 


33 
dertemly che Scripture, both new and old, doth teach 
us that God's Worſhip is a reaſonable Service, and 
that we ought to know the true Defign and Mean“ 
ing of that Duty which we perform to God; 
M4 lification and Devotion being inſeparable from the 


and idle Reaſons for that Practice that 'are not 


worth mentioning, which captivate poor ignorant 
Souls; though the moſt learned of that Communion 
candidly own, that this Method of Worſhiping God 
was unknown not only in the Apoſtles Time, but 
in ſeveral ſucceeding Ages; as is indeed very plain 
from the ſeveral Liturgies of different Nations be- 
ing in their reſpective vulgar Tongue. For the 
Biſhops of Rome did not in theſe antient Times 
extend their Empire all over the Weſtern Chureb, 
and conſequently could not, after the manner of 
Conquerors, introduce their Language amongſt dif- 
ferent Churches ſooner than they were reduced to 
their Obedience, and compelled to adopt this Mark 


of Slavery. 4 


As to the gainful Doctrine of PURGATORY, 
it always ſeemed ſtrange to me, though I received 
it under the Seal of Infallibility, The Principle 
upon which it is taught in the Church of Rome, is ſo 
far from being infallibly true, that it ſeerhs not 
to be reconcilable with the Notions of commom 


Juſtice, viz. that the Funiſpment of Sin ſhould 


be inſiſted on, after that the Gullt of it is fot- 
given. Certainly, ſuch à Conduct in an Bartbly 
Prince would be called by a very ſevere Name. 
But Praiſed be God, the Sctipture-reprefents the 
Divine Mercy in another Light. The Blood of 
Chrifi CLEANSETH ws from all Sin, 1 John 1. 7. 
| Bleſſed. are the Dead, which die in the Lord, that 
ther may REST from their Labours, and their 
Works do fallow them. Rev. 14. 1% Upon, Exa- 
n 5 N mination. 
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missen 1 found that Pons aronv, was built | 


upon an early Fable, having been formerly no leſs 
_ conſiderable 'a Part of the Religion of Pagani/m, 
than it is at preſent of Popery. Tt is true, the 
Heathens held a Variety of Purgatories ; but they 
held that by Fire among the reſt, as deſcribed by 
 Firgil, Rneid. Hb. 6, I. 755—80. But as this is an 
Authority the Church of Rome would not be 
_ willing to alledge upon the Occaſion, Fam ready to 
admit that ſome Speculations about Purgatory were 

Publiſhed by Origen and others; but they were of 

| «different. N ure fr 
ceived in the Church of Rome; Pope Gregory 
the Great, about the Year 600 after Chriſt, being 


the firſt, who took upon him to pronounce that 


there was a Fire in the Bowels of the Earth, 
wherein ſmaller Sins were purged by a temporary 
Puniſhment ; and whatever Ground that Notion: | 


Be gained afterwards, it was all the. while at every 


one's Option to receive it, or to reject it, as he 


 _ thought Hit; until the Year 1439, when it was 


impoſed by the Council of Florence, as an Article 
of Faith, So lately was this Doctrine eſtabliſned 
in the Church of Rome; and if it be an eſſential 


one, as they maintain, they muſt allow that for 


the Ferm of 1400 Years and upwards, the Faith of 
that Church (notwithſtanding all her Infallibility): 
was dęfective in a molt important Point. But ever 


ſince that Time a Trade has been ſet up, and ; 
authoriſed upon this Foundation; the World - 


being made to believe, that by Virtut of a certain 
Number of Maſſes, purchaſed by Endowments or 
othes pecuniary Conſiderations, Souls were to be 
redeemed; ſo.that the Words of our Saviour when 
he tells us that, bis Houſe is an Houſe of Prayer but 
that it was made a Den of Thieves, are applicable 
to that Church; which in the dark Ages invented 
this! Impoſture, when the Ignorance of ws | 


ature from the DoQrine as now re- 


| 5 0 20 1 
ms thaw capable: af believing: any. Thin e 
upon them by e dard prone: 
cipal Aim ſeemed: to be no; other. than dee - 
: Var ne, _ FO INES; _ 
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| "Fave ind bes bees lad it e Me — OY | 
- can be. more abſurd than: the- Pretenſione of the | 
Church of Rome to an unerring in 
matters of Faith g ſince it is evident to all ws 
World that ſhe hath erred, and doth err, moſt 
Sly in Faith as well as in Morals, as appears. 
from her Tenets when compared with the ew wa 
We To ane le foflawing ne 


- 


"be raquites ieee Belief withoot Mn 77 
The Scripture enjoins Inquiry into the Truth of 
every Article of Reſigion. Prove all things; hold 
. that which in GOOD. 1 Theſs. 5: _—” 


e er her Faith by n en bs 
© whereas our Saviour declares, that he came,” not ts. 
DESTROY. Men's hens bas 4 e SAVE ew. 2 21 | 


| 9. oo}: pod 


74 The makes DiftinAions of W 
We hot in the New Teſtament, forbidding of 
Marriage and Meats e eee | 


* het | | 
| She Ly 2 can of FA to.conſilt bs : 
82 the very fame Prayer over and over, without 


_ Intermiſhon: Chriſt abſolutely forbids that Practice. 
When you Pray, uſe not vain Repetitions, as the Hea- 
then do; ba tor ah think, that CT. e 
wn rs pling Mai. 6. " 


1 1 


| 2 Tongur. gr. Paul on the contrary 


the Church [would Gs, nur Words with my 
dice ij may teach'otbers 
| 23 ran ten e . * enen FER ; 


 Gnderſianiling, that 


Me on RBI 


She eee eee eee 4 to the 
| Creaturez.of Bread end Wine. eee Ge 
Theeat— bey that worfhip the Cres 2 
Cuulen, Cod gives Som eur. 2 

Rom. 2. e n 
8 i ee A 


: She gies ha ee e 


. % 7. 


Obe ſhuts up the Bible: whereas Onitcommind, 


bo earch the Scriptures. John 5. 39 


She. adds, new Traditions to e and de- Ul 


tracts from God's. Commandments and, Chriſt's 
Inſtitution in the Sacrament. God has. guarded 
againſt this by the ſtrongeſt Denunciation—/f. any 
7 80 | ſhall add unto theſe Things, {od ſbad add unk 
Bim the Wy that are 1 80 in this Book, And 


35 Port of . 14 Lf Se: n 0 


inn . 


| ty new „ rücles of peich beſides: 4 775 
hough we are fore 
e, 
'1i b e | 


_ Gontrary'to the Seriptures. Alt 
| warbed.— an Angel from 


Heaven, prrucb any 


1 We eansealle ir 


t . 1 th l WAL 
eee then lateſt Dodtriaes etablih@.at | 


Tur and in other Cpuncils, and donſirmed by 
W eg *P in open ContradiQtion 
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if any M, A take away, God hall take : away 


to the Word of God, there is no Doubt to be made 
but the Church of Rome, inſtead. of being in- 
fallible, is fallen into the moſt abſurd and no- 
torious Errors that can be imagined; there- 
by 1 the Prediction, That the Day ef 
Sri ſhould not come, except there come a falling 
A-ay fir, and that Man of Sin be revealed, the Son 
of Perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth bimſelf above 
all that is called God, or that is Worſhiped ;' fo that 
Be as God fitteth in the Temple of God, fhewing him- 


ef that he is GOD. 2 Theſſ. Ii. 3, 4. Indeed it is 
- hard to conceive how this Prophecy can be more 

exactly accompliſhed, than by the Power which 
the Church of Rome aſſumes of controlling, and 

| fretting afide the Word of God, of granting In- 
dulgences and Licenſes for Sin, of changing at 

| Pleafure, by her own Authority, Inſtitutions of Di- 
vine Appointment, and DziryinG, and command- 


ing the World to wonshir, whom ſhe will, 


But what is moſt miſchievous to them in. the ; 
affair of INFALLIBILITY is, that this fond Imagina- 
tion of theirs is abundantly refuted by their own 
Opinions upon that Head, For ſome veſt this In- 
flallibility in the Perſon of the Pop; to have a 
living Page: always ready to guide the Church, 
and to decide Controverſies; ſuppoſing him to have 
this Right, as Succeſſor to St. Peter. But all could 
not ſwallow down this Doctrine, ſeeing that it can- 
not be founded upon St. | Peter's Infallibility; for 
then the Succeſſors of the other Apoſtles ſhould be 
. equally. infallible. Beſides that ſeveral Popes have 
outdone any Epicurean Monſters in Senſuality and 
groſs Impiety, and conſequently 0% and Men like 
| them cannot be infallible in their Dictates and Con- 
eluſions of Faith. And in reality the Popes were 
fuch a Sueceſſion of Men during ſeveral Ages, that 
| as their on Hiſtotians have deſcribed them, nothing 
| - pe, 95 e 
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min any Hiſtory can be produced like them. Thbße 
Characters they give them are ſo monſtrous, that 
nothing under the Authority of unexceptionable 
. Writers and the Evidence of the Facts themſelves 

+ Eould make them credible : For they gloried in their 
Shame, made a Science of Lewdneſs, and were not 
only Workers, but Profeſſors of Tniquity, And yet 
theſe Monſters teeming with all Sorts of Debauchery 
And Profaneneſs, muſt needs be Chriſt's Vicscs- 
ers upon Earth! Others therefore ſeat the Infal- 
 _ lbility in general Councils, or in the diffuſed Body of 
the Church, But the former prove the Abſurdity of 
tis Opinion; as in both Caſes the Infallibility would - - 
lie dormant, by Reaſon of the Difficulty of meeting 
together in order to Judge and define any Matter. 
They really prove on both Sides to a Demonſtration _ 
Where the Infallibility cannot be, and conſequently : 
that it is no where, Hence it is evident, that the 
Popes of Rome, who for ſeveral Ages pretended to 
be endowec with this divine Prerogative, were not _ 
- 'only Uſurpers, but all IMPOSTORS and HERE- 
_ "TICKS; for there cannot be a greater Hereſy than 
- "the pretending to be infallible Guides of the whole 
Chriſtian Church, ſince Jeſus Chriſt has not ap- 
pointed, them to be ſo: And therefore all thoſe that © 
 Hdifbelieve this Doctrine, if there were no other 
_ - "Reaſoy, ſhould enounce the Popiſh Communion... 
I declare before the Searcher of all Hearts, that 
1 ſpeak none of theſe Things either from Malice er 
Prejudice, or from any ſiniſter Ends or intereſted 

Motives whatſoever, having with all Coolness 

ſeriouſly weighed and pondered them; that there is 
not upon Earth that Perſon for whom I have the 
leaſt ill Will ; that what 1 Have offered upon this 

Subject iſſued from a fincere Zeal for the Salvation 
of my own Soul, and that God's Name may be 

glorified, his Truth cleared, all true Chriſtians _ - 
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